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OBSERVATIONS axp INQUIRIES

CONCERNING THE

SEEKS"™and their COLL EGE,

Ar PATNA, 1mn Tue EAST-INDIES,
By CHARLES WILKIN S, Efg.

WERITTEN MARCH l':l'E] ®

FOUND the College of the Secés fituated

in one of the narrow firects  of Paina, at

1o very confiderable diftance from the Cuftom-
houfe. 1 was permitted to enter the ocurward
gate, but, as foon as I came to the fteps which
led up into the Chapel, or public hall, I was
civilly accofted by two of the Society. I afked
therm if I might afcend intoc the hall : they
faid it was a place of worfhip open to me and
to zall men 3 but at the fame time intimated
that I muit take off my thoes. As1 confider
this ceremony in the fame light as uncovering
sy head upon entering any of our temples de-
dicated o the Deity, I did not hefitate to
eomply, and I was then politely conduéted into
the hall, and feated upon a carpet, in the midik
* A feftof people diftinguithed by that appellation from the
Worfhippers of B2 atasma and the [vilewers of MAHOMMED -

of
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near the altar, on a low defk, a great boek of
a folio- fize, from which fome portjons 3ra
,dauly read in their divine fervice, It Was Co-
vered over w:th a blue mangle, on which
printed, in filver letters, fome {eleét paﬂ&gg
of their law.

Arrer I had had a long converfation .sw.th
two of the congregation, who had  politely
{eated themf{elves, on each fide of me, on ths
carpet, and whom I found very intclligent,
notice was given, that it was noon, and ths
hour of divine {ervice. The. congregarion
arranged them{elves upon the carpet, on 'each
fide of the hall, fo as to leave a fpace before
the alrar from. end to end. The great book,
defk, and all, was brought with fome litde
ceremony from the altar, and pimd at the op-
pofite extremity. of the hall.. An oild mapn,
with a reverend filver beard, kneeled down be-
forc the defk with his face towards the altar g
and op one fide of him fat a man with a {fmall
drum, and twq or three with cymbals. The
bopk was now opetied, and the old man began
to chant 1o thetime of the drum and the cym-
bals ; and, at the  conclufion of every verfe,
moit of the cengregation joined chorus in a
refpanfe, with comntenances exhibiting great
marks of joy. ‘Kheir tones were by no means
hnur ; the time was quick ; and 1 learpt that

the

" Deeity.
2 gcﬂur:s of the old man : ‘I never faw a counte-
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wof the aflembly, which was fo numerous as
almoft to fill the room. The whole building
forms a fquare of about forty feet, raifed from
the ground about fix or eight fteps. The hall
js in the center, divided from four other apart-
ments by wooden arches, upon pillars of the
fame marterials, all neatdy carved. This room
is rather longer than it is broad. The floor
wras covered with a neat carpet, and furnifhed
with fix or feven low defks, on which ftood as
many of the boecks of their law; and the
walls, above the arches, were hung with Ewn-
offelncking-nlaf{'cs in gold frames, and piftures
Muffifman Princes and Hrndee Deities. A
little room, which, as you enter, is fituated at
the left-hand end of the hall, is the chancel,
and iz furnifhed with an altar covered with a
eloth of gold, upon which was laid a round
black fhield over a long broad fword, and, on
either fide, a chorwwery of peacock’s feathers,
mounted in a filver handle. The altar was
raifed a little above the ground, in a declining
pofition. Before it ftood a low kind of throne
plated with filver ; but rather too fmall to be
ufeful ; about it were {everal filver flower-pots
and rofe-water borttles, and on the left hand
ftood three fmall Uras which appeared to be
copper, furnithed with notches to receive the
d-unauunl of the charitable. There floed alfo
¥ 3 near
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the fubje& was a Hymn in praife of the Unity',-
the Omniprefence, and the Omnipotenee, of the
I was fingylarly delighted with- the

mnance fo expreffive of infele joy, whilit he
about from . K gne o another, as:it
WELS b:fp-:ak.lnng their affengs to thofe truths

‘“"h:.;..h his very foul {eremed o be engaged in

chanting forth. The Hymn being cencluded,
which comfifted of about twenty. verifes, the
whole congregation gocr vp and prefented

-gheir faces with joined hapds towards the altar,

in the attitude of prayer. A young man now
#ood forth ; and, with a loud veice and diftiné&
accent, folemnly prunuunccd a long praser or
kind of liturgy, atcertain periods of which 3ll
the melc joined in a general refponie, fa}rujg,
Hid Goareo! ‘They prayed againit tempration ;
for grace to do good ; for the general good of
mankind ; and a particular blefling to the Secks ;
and for r.hr.- fafety of thofe who at that time
were on their travels. This prayer was fol-
lowed by afhort blefling from the old man, and
an invitation to the a{Tcmbly to partake of a3
friecndly feaft. ‘The book was then clofed and
reftored to its place at the alwar, and, the people
being feated as before, two men entered bear-
ing a large iron caldron, called a Curray, jufk
taken from the fire, and placed if in the center
F 4 of
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of the hall upona low ftool. Thefe were fol-
lowed by others with five or fix difhes, fome
of which were of filver, and a lar pile of
leaves fewed together with fibres in the form of
-plates. One of thefe plates was given to each
of the company without diftinétion, m].{l the
difhes being filled from the caldron, thcn‘ con-
tents were ferved out till every one had got his
fhare: myfelf was not forgotten; and, as I
was refolved not to give them the fmalleft oc-
cafion for offence, 1 ate up my portion. It
was a kind of {weetmeatr, of the confiftence of
foft brown {ugar, compofed of flour and
fugar mixed up with clarified butter, which s
‘called Ghee. Had not the Ghee been rancid, T
fthould have reclifhed it better. We were next
ferved with a few fugar-plums; and here
ended the feaft and the ceremonies of the day.

They told me the rel:lcrlciua part of the cere-
mony was daily repcatcd five times. I now
took my leave, inviting fome of the principal
men armon gf’t them, who were aboutr to return
to their own country throu gh Banares, to pay
me a vifit.

" I the courfe of the converfation I was en«
gaged in with the two ngk.r before the ﬁ:rﬂcn,
1 was able to gather the following circum-
ftances. ‘That the founder of their faith was
ecalled Nineek Sab, who flourithed about four

‘the Hindoos and the M

Gooroo- Moekhee :

hundred
4
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vifit would permit me to learn of this boek. It
is a folio volume, containing aboutfour or five.
‘hundred pages..

‘ Taey wld me further, thar ﬁamc years af-

tr:r this book of INdaece£ Sal bad been,promul-
‘gated, another made its appearance, now held
in almoft as much efteermn as the formeér. The
mname of the author has efcaped my memory 3
but they favoured me with an extrac&x from the
“book itfelfin praife of the Deity. ‘The pafiage
had ftruck my ear on my firft entering the hall,
when the ftudents were all engaged in reading-
From the fimilarity of the language to the iz~
doovee, and many Sbhanjcrit words, I was able .
‘to underftand a good dzal of it, and I hope. at
fome future period, to have the honour of laying
a tranflation of it before the Society. “They
told me I might have copies of both their books
if I would be at the expence of tranfcribing
them.

I mexT enquired why they were called Secéks,
and they rold me it was a word borrowed from
one of the commandments .of their founder
~which fignifies ¢¢ Learas thow 3" and that it was
adopred to diftinguifh the fe&t foon aftrer he dif-
appeared. The word, as is well known, has the
fame import in the Hindoovee.

fiarn, Arabic, and {fome Shanfcriz,
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hundred years ago at Pxnjeb, and who, before
his apoftacy, wasa Hindoo of the Igqu, or
military tribe ; apd that his body difappeared as

u/fulmans were difputin

for it ; for upon their removing the cloth which

covered it,it wn:gme. That he left behind him
a book, compofed by himfelf, in verfe and the
danguage of Punjab, but a charatter partly of
his own invention 3 which teaches the dof&rines
of the faith he had eftablithed. That they
call this charaéter, in honour of their founder,
Jrom the mouth of the pre-
geptor. That this book, of which thar ftanding

" pear the alar, and feveral others in the hall,

were copies, teaches that there is but one God,
omnipotent and omniprefent, filling all {pace,
and pervading all matter, and that he iz to be
worfhipped and invoked ; that there will be
a day of retribution, when virtne will be re-
warded and vice punifhed (1 forgot to afk in
what manner) ; that it not only commands
univerfal toleration, but forbids difputes with
thofe of another perfuafion; that it forbids
murder, theft, and fuch other deceds as are,
by the majority of mankind, efteemed crimes
againil fociety ; and inculcates the praftice of
all the wvirtues, but particularly an univerfal
philanthropy, and a general hofpitality to
ftrangers and travellers, This is all my fthore
vifit
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fhewn a fincere inclination to renounce his for-
mer opinions, toany five or more Seeks affem-
bled tcgcthcr, in any place, as well on the
highway asin a houfe of worfhip, they fend to
the firft thop where fweetmeats are fold, and
procure a i{mall quantity of a particular fort,
which is very common, and as I recollect they
call Barafa, and having diluted it in pure wa-
ter, they fprinkle fome of it on the body, and
into the eves of the convert, whil{t one of the
beft infitruéted repeats to him, in any language
with which he is converfant, the chief canons
of their faith, exafting from him a folemn pro-
mife to abide by them the reft of his life. This
is the whole of the ceremony. The new con-
wvert may then choofe a Gooros, or preceptor, ta
teach him the language of their fcriptures, who
firft gives him the alphabet to learn, and fo
leads him on, by flow degrees, wuntil he wants
no further inftru&ion. They offered to admit
me into their Society 3 but I declined the ho-
nour 3 contenting myfelf with the alphabet,
which they told me to guard as the apple of my
eye, asit was a facred charad&er. 1 find it dif-
fers but little from the Desvwnager @ the number,
order, and powers of the letters are exa&tly the
fame. ‘The language itfelf is a mixture of Per-
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grafied upon

I askep them what were the ceremonies the  provincial diale&t of Pwurniab, which isa

ufed in admitting a proiclyte. A perfon having

thewn

kind of Flindoovee, or, as it is vulgarly called
by us, Adoors.



